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R R EM ISRz €?br/> AlanMathisonTuring, OBE(23Junel1912§k?7Junel954
ywasanEnglishmathematician,logician,andcryptographer.

Turingisoftenconsideredtobethefatherofmoderncomputerscience.Turingpr
ovidedaninfluentialformalisationoftheconceptofthealgorithmandcomputatio
nwiththeTuringmachine,formulatingthenowwidelyaccepted"Turing"versiono
ftheChurchgk#Buringthesis,namelythatanypracticalcomputingmodelhaseithe
rtheequivalentorasubsetofthecapabilitiesofaTuringmachine.WiththeTuringte
st.hemadeasignificantandcharacteristicallyprovocativecontributiontothedeb
ateregardingartificialintelligence:whetheritwilleverbepossibletosaythatamac
hineisconsciousandcanthink.HelaterworkedattheNationalPhysicalLaboratory
,creatingoneofthefirstdesignsforastored-programcomputer,althoughitwasne
veractuallybuilt.In1948hemovedtotheUniversityofManchestertowork,largely
onsoftware,ontheManchesterMarkl,thenemergingasoneoftheworld'searliestt
ruecomputers.

DuringtheSecondWorldWarTuringworkedatBletchleyPark,Britain'scodebrea
kingcentre,andwasforatimeheadofHut8,thesectionresponsibleforGermannav
alcryptanalysis.HedevisedanumberoftechniquesforbreakingGermanciphers,i
ncludingthemethodofthebombe,anelectromechanicalmachinethatcouldfind
settingsfortheEnigmamachine.

In1952, Turingwasconvictedof"actsofgrossindecency"afteradmittingtoasexu
alrelationshipwithamaninManchester.Hewasplacedonprobationandrequired
toundergohormonetherapy.Turingdiedaftereatinganapplelacedwithcyanidei
n1954.Hisdeathwasruledasuicide.
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